Angolo Primary School

Otwal Village, Uganda

July 26, 2000


Hi everyone!  Thanks Mr. Constantine and thanks to the students of Angolo Primary School for asking me to come all the way to Uganda!  I’m very, very happy to be here.  I am nine years old and I go to Holy Cross School in Kemptville, Ontario, which is in Canada.  You can see it on the map I got for your school.  I got the map from my friend Brenda.

Brenda is a very special person who is a friend of my Mom's.  She wrote the first story about my well.  Brenda and her friends gave money for desks which I am going to present to your headmaster Mr. Constantine.  I have enough money for your school to buy 71 desks.  Now that will mean that you can have more room and not be squished up at one desk.

I was six-years-old when I decided to build a well for the people here in Africa.  I would like to tell you my story of how my well began.

It all began at school in Grade 1.  We were talking about people in other countries like Uganda.  One cent was for a pencil.  Two dollars was for a blanket.  Five dollars was for five hot lunches.  Then I heard that $70 was for a well.  I did extra chores to save my $70, lots and lots of chores like vacuuming, washing windows, picking up brushes from the Ice Storm and picking up pinecones for my Nana and my Grandparents.

The Ice Storm happened in the winter only you might call it the wet season.  There was this huge snow and ice storm.  Snow is a cold mixture.  You probably don’t get chances to be in the snow.  If you wore shorts in the winter in Canada, you would be so cold just like an ice cube.  So in the Ice storm there was lots of ice and snow that came down from the sky.  There was so much ice that it covered all our windows and all the trees.  The ice made the branches so heavy that the branches fell to the ground.  So my brothers Jordan and Keegan and I picked up lots and lots of broken branches so the roads and the houses would be safe.

When Mom and Dad gave me money for the chores I put it in a cookie tin up on the fridge and that’s how my well began.

After four months I saved $75.  My friend Brenda called WaterCan to see if we could bring my money.  Mom, Brenda and I took the money to WaterCan.  When we found out that it was going to cost a lot more I told them I would just do more chores.  It got noticed by other people.  Then lots of other people sent money.

I can't believe I have my well in Uganda now, right here at Angolo Primary School.  Next I worked for money for drilling equipment so there would be lots of wells.  WaterCan bought the drilling equipment six months ago.  And I think Gizaw and CPAR are using the drilling equipment right now building other wells for people who need clean water.  Thanks a lot Gizaw and thanks to all of your helpers.

My school Holy Cross, raised lots of money this year and the year before.  My school did a Hike A Thon this year and the money was used to help send school kits to every student here at Angolo Primary School.  Free the Children gave me a school kit for every student here.  They will arrive in Uganda on Saturday and will be delivered soon.

I am really happy because lots more people in Uganda are having clean water.  I know that I am I am lucky because I was born in a country that has lots of clean water.  People here in Uganda aren't as lucky because there isn't as much clean water here.

I was so excited about coming to Africa so that I could see my well and meet my pen pal Jimmy Akana.  I was also happy that I could see Gizaw again.  We met a long time ago when I was only seven.  I asked if I could go to school here for a day.  I want to meet lots of the students here at Angolo and maybe I will learn how to play net ball too.  

My Dad is a policeman and all the police officers gave money for our trip so we bought some soccer balls for the schools.

I try to tell people in Canada to help others.  I dream of the day when everyone in Africa has clean water.  That's a big dream.  I have learned that you can do anything you want to but only if you really try hard and you really want to.

If we all work together I think we can make the whole world a great place for everyone!  Thanks for listening to me!
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