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· RYAN HRELJAC
· 879 Potter Road

· R.R. 1, Kemptville, Ontario

· K0G 1J0

· (613) 258-7396 

· Age:  9 years old
· FORMAL EDUCATION

· Just completed Grade 3, Holy Cross School, Kemptville, Ontario

· BACKGROUND
· Inspired by his Grade 1 teacher at the age of 6, Ryan decided to raise funds to build a clean-water well for a village somewhere in Africa.

· Ryan has been working with a national non-profit organization called WaterCan since April 1998.  WaterCan’s primary purpose is to raise awareness of and to provide clean water and sanitation for developing countries.  WaterCan also helps raise awareness of Canadians of the need to manage domestic water resources responsibly and effectively. 

· Ryan’s efforts resulted in enough funds raised to construct a clean water well.  “Ryan’s Well” was dug in January 1999 in the Apac District of northern Uganda and was dedicated on April 20, 1999.

· A story was written about Ryan's experience, by Brenda Couch, then Director of Support Services for CUSO, which generated further donations for "Ryan's Well" and related projects.

· Ryan originally set out to raise $70 but after almost three years of fundraising, first through extra work done around the house and more recently, on a much broader scale, much more has been accomplished.  When matching CIDA funds are taken into account, the total now exceeds $60,000 for clean water wells and related  WaterCan projects in developing countries.

· Ryan and his classmates at Holy Cross School raised an additional $6,000 in May 2000 through a Hike-A-Thon.  The funds were used to pay for import duties and to ship 1,400 school kits to the children at Angolo Primary School (where "Ryan's Well" is located).  The "Free The Children" organization had been working with Ryan on this project and donated the 1,400 kits to Angolo Primary School.

· Ryan delivered a cheque for $1,200 to the Headmaster at Angolo Primary School for the construction of classrooms during his visit in July 2000

· He also delivered 40 soccer balls to be distributed amongst all schools in Otwal Sub-County 

· ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Guest speaker at a national conference on child poverty hosted by The Student's Commission, Kemptville, Ontario, August 19, 2000

· Guest speaker at Anniversary Celebration for Chalmers United Church, Finch, Ontario, June 4, 2000

· Guest speaker at a fundraiser for The Action Centre, Eganville, Ontario, April 25, 2000

· Millennium Dreamers Award Recipient, attended a global forum sponsored by Walt Disney World, McDonald’s and the UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), Walt Disney World, Orlando, Florida, May 7-11, 2000

· Finalist,Public Service/UNICEF category, 1999 YTV Achievement Awards, Toronto, Ontario

· Identified as the inspiration for a “Singing Well” (Recipient of a $1,000 contribution) from the Central Children’s Choir, an internationally known children’s choir based on Ottawa; presentation took place on November 24, 1999

· Guest of Honour, at French Embassy, WaterCan's "Wine into Water" Wine Auction hosted by French Ambassador Denis Bauchard and Mrs. Genevieve Bauchard, Ottawa, Ontario, September 23, 1999

· Ryan’s Well, profiled in OWL Magazine, a national children’s magazine

· Ryan has also issued a challenge to children across Canada to contribute to this cause; his appeal appeared on the OWL Web-site, September 1999

· Celebration of Life Guest of Her Excellency Diana Fowler Leblanc, Rideau Hall, Ottawa, Ontario, July 27, 1999

· Grand Parade Marshall Invitee Kemptville Canada Day Parade, July 1, 1999

· Special Achievement Award, Township of North Grenville, Ceremony with Town Council, Kemptville, Ontario, April 26, 1999

· Youngest Guest Speaker Ever, Kemptville and District Rotary Club, Kemptville, Ontario, April 20, 1999

· Guest of Lieutenant Governor Hilary Weston, Reception held at the Lieutenant Governor’s Suite, Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ontario, April 9, 1999

· Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year, Toronto, Ontario, April 9,1999
· Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Elementary School Award nominee, Toronto, Ontario, April 1999

· Guest of Honour, Ugandan Embassy, Dinner given by High Commissioner in Ryan’s honour, January 3, 1999

· Guest lecturer, St. John’s Anglican Church Congregation, Iroquois, Ontario, December 6, 1998

· ACCOMPLISHMENTS CONT’D

· Recipient of Special Achievement Award, Eastern Ontario District Catholic School Board, Smiths Falls, Ontario, November 24, 1998

· Special Recognition received by St. Joseph’s Separate School, Cornwall, Ontario, November 24,  1998

· Two letters of commendation, Prime Minister Jean Chretien, Government of Canada (December 7, 1998 and November 20, 1998)

· You Made a Difference Award, Our Kids Foundation, Parliament Hill, Ottawa, Ontario, November 20, 1998.
· Formally recognized in Canada’s House of Commons
· November 20, 1998 (Mac Harb, M.P.)

· October 30, 1998 (Joe Jordan, M.P.)

· Honoured by Groundwater Association of Eastern Ontario, Stittsville, Ontario, October 24, 1998

· Mother Teresa Act of Kindness Award, Holy Cross School, Kemptville, Ontario, June 1998

· PRESS COVERAGE

Print Media

Macleans Magazine,

· September 4, 2000 
·  July 1, 1998

OWL Magazine

· September 1999 Issue
Ottawa Citizen
· August 24, 2000

· May 9, 2000

· April 13, 2000

· March 8, 1999

· November 21, 1998

· September 23, 1998

· September 22, 1998
Ottawa Sun

· March 22, 2000

· September 24, 1999

· November 21, 1998

· PRESS COVERAGE CONT’D

Print Media – Cont’d

Edmonton Journal

· September 1998

Kitchener-Waterloo Record

· September 1998

Hamilton Spectator

· September 1998

Brockville Recorder and Times

· Sept. 11, 1999

Cornwall Standard Freeholder

· June 5, 2000 (2 articles)

Kemptville Advance
· August 16, 2000

· June 28, 2000

· April 19, 2000
· February 16, 2000

· June 16, 1999

· April 28, 1999

· April 21, 1999

· December 30, 1998 (2 articles)

· December 16, 1998

· November 25, 1998 (2 articles)

· October 28, 1998

· July 29, 1998

EMC Record News

· September1, 2000

· April 18, 1999

· January 3, 1999

· November 15, 1998

Eganville Leader
· April 12, 2000

Iroquois Chieftain

· December 9, 1998
Stittsville News
· January 13, 1999
Port Colborne Leader
· April 21, 1999
· PRESS COVERAGE CONT’D

Print Media-Cont’d

Waterdrops Newsletter

· Spring 2000

· Fall 1999

· Spring 1999

· Fall 1998

Other Print Media

Journey Newspaper, Eastern Ontario

· January 2000
Union Gas Provincial Newsletter

· Fall 1999 “Kids With a Mission”

Topical (Ontario Public Service Provincial Newspaper)

· April 23, 1999

Ontario Community Newspapers Association Calendar

· Profiled, December 1999
Radio

CBC Radio, Ottawa, Ontario

CBO Morning Show, August 22, 2000
CKNW/98, Vancouver, British Columbia

· The World Today, May 8, 2000

ABC Radio, Orlando, Florida

· May 9, 2000

Television

CTV National News, Toronto, Ontario
· April 23, 2000
Much Music, Toronto, Ontario
· May 20, 2000
CKWS Television, Kingston, Ontario

· CKWS News, May 16, 2000

· Millennium Dreamer Special Presentation, May 12, 2000
· PRESS COVERAGE CONT’D

CJOH (Nightline, Midday, CJOH Evening News)
· August 17, 2000

· May 9, 2000

· May 8, 2000

· April 24, 2000

· April 10, 2000

· March 21, 2000

· February 29, 2000

· November 17, 1999

· November 20, 1998 (2 interviews)

· September 25, 1998

· September 23, 1998
CHRO, Pembroke, Ontario
· March 21, 2000

· March 22, 1999, World Water Day
CBC National News
· September 24, 1999, French Embassy

· April 9, 1999, Marriott Hotel, Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year Awards Toronto, Ontario

Global Televsion Network
· Marriott Hotel, April 9, 1999, Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year Awards Toronto, Ontario

Rogers Television

· August 28, 2000

· National Volunteer Week Kick Off, April 10, 2000

Atlantic Television
· “Live at 5:00”, September 25, 1998 

Korean Broadcasting Syndicate (Seoul, Korea)
· March 1999 - Ryan’s Story (in recognition of World Water Day)

· PRESS COVERAGE CONT’D

Web-Sites
http://www.macleans.ca/pub-doc/2000/09/04/Cover/39192.shtml
http://www.ytv.com/top.asp?section=main&path=yaa/splash.asp
http://www.owl.on.ca/food/ryan.htm
http://watercan.com/note_from_ryan.htm
http://www.parl.gc.ca/36/1/parlbus/chambus/house/debates/146_1998-10-30/han146_1055-e.htm
http://www.homepages.go.com/homepages/m/i/l/millenniumdreamerscda/ONTARIO8-11.html
http://www.thecitizen.com/columnists/brown/000413/3925101.html
http://voices4children.org/bulletin/Issue_15.htm
http://www.strategicprofitsinc.com/wn/watercan/ryan.html
http://www.sjss.cornwall.on.ca/chaplaincy.html
· VOLUNTEER WORK

· WaterCan, Ottawa, Ontario

· Fund Raiser

· Public Speaker

· Canadian International Development Agency

· Manned WaterCan booth, World Water Day, March 22, 1999

· Assisted CIDA President Huguette Labelle and Past Minister Diane Marleau with presentations on World Water Day, March 22, 1999

· Kemptville Youth Bowling, Kemptville, Ontario

· Holy Cross Church, Kemptville, Ontario

· Holy Cross School, Kemptville, Ontario

· EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

· Member, Kemptville and District Soccer League, 2000, 1999, 1998, 1997

· Member Kemptville Youth Bowling League, 2000, 1999, 1998

· Placed 4th, at the Ontario Provincial Bowling Championships, Toronto, June 1999
· Member, Kemptville and District Minor Hockey Team, 1999-000, 1998-99
· Member Kemptville and District Minor Hockey Travelling Team, Initiation Level, 1998-99
· Aqua Quest,  Level 6 Swimmer, 1999
· Member Holy Cross Cross Country Team, 2000, 1999

· RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS

· Ryan has delivered presentations on his fundraising work to the:

· Students' Commission National Conference on Child Poverty

· WaterCan Board of Directors

· Holy Cross School teaching staff

· Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario
· Ground Water Association of Eastern Ontario
· Kemptville and District Rotary Club
· The Action Centre, Eganville, Ontario
· Ryan has also been involved in a series of speaking engagements that contain a significant educational component.  He discusses not only his actions to date, but also the need for Canadians to be supportive and aware of water needs in developing countries as well as the importance of managing domestic water resources responsibly and effectively.  Ryan has more recently delivered educational presentations to over 8,000 students at:

· Angolo Primary School, Apac District, northern Uganda
· Otwal Maternity Clinic Official Opening, Otwal Village, Uganda
· Loro Primary School, Loro, Uganda
· Holy Cross School, Kemptville, Ontario

· J.L. Jordan School, Brockville, Ontario

· Rockland High School,  Rockland, Ontario

· St. Patrick’s Elementary School, Rockland, Ontario

· Briar Green Elementary School, Nepean, Ontario

· Holy Trinity High School, Kanata, Ontario

· Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Ottawa, Ontario

· Elma Public School, Winchester, Ontario

· Ryan has also begun fundraising and liasing with the private sector.  To date, he has had contact with:

· RBC Dominion Securities

· Cognos Inc.

· Union Gas
· RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS – CONT’D

· Ryan worked with OWL Magazine to issue an appeal to children across Canada to help with this cause. His letter can be found on the OWL Magazine web-site.

· Ryan appeared on a new one-hour television show called The Gathering Place, hosted by Graham Kerr, formerly The Galloping Gourmet.  The taping of the show took place in Toronto on November 8, 1999.  The show will be aired on the Discovery Channel, CTV and a variety of other networks in 2000.

· Ryan appeared as a guest speaker in conjunction with the “Volunteering Through Time”, a travelling exhibit sponsored by Volunteer Canada, which is making its way across Canada.  This project will celebrate both the history and future of Canadian volunteering and will profile the diverse make-up of Canada’s 7.5 million volunteers.

· Ryan attended the Millennium Dreamers Global Youth Forum, at Walt Disney World along with 2000 award recipients, children from around the world who have made a difference in their communities, Orlando, Florida, May 8 – 10, 2000.
· “Ryan’s Well” is now open and fully functioning.

· Ryan has also met his second goal of helping WaterCan raise enough funds to purchase a well drilling rig, December 1999, so that many wells can be drilled in Uganda.

· Over the next three years 22 shallow wells and 13 deeper (minimum of 17 metres) wells will be constructed with Ryan's drilling equipment.  30 springs will be protected and 15 rainwater tanks will also be constructed in Uganda.

· Through Ryan’s efforts over $60,000 has been raised for WaterCan sponsored clean water projects in developing countries and almost $10,000 for other related projects for a total of $70,000.

· Ryan began writing thank you notes at the age of six, not long after he learned to write.  He continues this practice today along with speeches he writes about his work and the work that WaterCan does to promote the wise use of water and the importance of being generous to those who are not as fortunate as we are in Canada.
· Ryan visited his well in northern Uganda with his parents this summer.  He visited and attended classes at Angolo Primary School, where his well and his pen pal Jimmy Akana, are located.  His trip to Uganda included a visit with the former Ugandan High Commissioner, near Mbale.  The Uganda trip took place between July 25 and August 4, 2000.
