'DISTRICT 5360 URBAN HOPE/PEACE PLUS COMMITTEE

and

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 'PEACEPLUS' CONFERENCE

"think globally, act locally"

c/o   Rotarian

Robert Stewart

                       Box 70, 40 Hunters Gate

Rotary Club            Okotoks, Alberta T0L 1T0

of                     Tel (403) 938-5335         

Okotoks                Fax (403) 938-4117         

November 23, 1998

Dream for the Future Committee

Office of the President

Rotary International

1560 Sherman Ave.

Evanston, Illinois 60201

USA. 

Rotary Peace Plus Program Proposal 

It is with great hope, and pride, that I submit our proposal to the Dream For The Future Committee. Hope that the Committee will share this wonderful vision. Pride in the results of the effort that we have put into this worthy submission. 

A number of people have helped in the preparation of this proposal, but special acknowledgement should go to the following Rotarians for their inspiration, support and assistance: Clifford Rose (RC Curepipe, Mauritius D9220), Einar Thrap-Olsen (RC Gordes, France D1760), Geoffrey B.W.Little (RC Wollstonecraft, Australia D9680) and District 5360 Governor Chuck Masur (RC Calgary Centenniel, Canada). 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the writer. Confirmation of receipt of this email would be appreciated. A copy will be sent by mail. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Stewart, Rotary Club of Okotoks, Alberta, Canada

Chair, Rotary District 5360 Urban Hope/Peace Plus Committee 

encl.

visit: http://www.peace.ca - a web site designed for the Rotarian or others inspired into Building Peace in the Community and World

FOLLOW YOUR ROTARY DREAM

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PEACE PLUS: A CULTURE OF PEACE 

A GIFT TO THE WORLD IN THE NEW MILLENIUM

The mission of Rotary, among other things, is to help build a better world, and to advance the search for peace in the world.. IIt is our Rotary Dream that Rotary International will adopt a "Peace Plus Program", analagous to Polio Plus, with ambitious goals (in terms of violence reduction throughout the world) to be achieved by a specific deadline. In keeping with a Rotary spirit of Thinking Globally and Acting Locally, Peace Plus would include building peace at the world, community, family and individual levels. 

What is Peace Plus?

Peace, and Peace Plus, can be very complex issues to deal with. We anticipate that the Peace Plus Program will be clarified over time. To initiate discussions, the Peace Plus vision sees Rotary International working hard to eradicate global threats to peace and significantly reduce violence throughout the world by the year 2020 as a gift to all mankind in the new millenium and as a celebration of the 100th year anniversary of the founding of Rotary. Rotary's pledge would be proclaimed on February 23, Rotary World Understanding and Peace Day, in the year 2000 - the United Nations International Year for the Culture of Peace.

In 1999-2000, Rotary, a world-wide service club, would begin fund raising for establishing a 'Culture of Peace', previously described by UNESCO (reference Appendix 1 attached). Initially, many may doubt Rotary could accomplish such a difficult feat, however we have the excellent work of the Polio Plus Program to provide inspiration and example. We would seek the United Nations endorsement of Rotary's dream of wiping out global threats to peace. In cooperation with the UN, UNESCO and educational organizations of many national governments, millions of children will be provided with 'Culture of Peace' training, and in the process also provide training for interested adults. 

Through the Rotary Foundation's Peace Plus program, over $500 million would be raised, the largest single contribution ever from the private sector for a public peace program. More importantly, Rotary will mobilized its 1.2 million members around the world to help carry out mass training in the 'Culture of Peace'. 

Because Rotarians are free of government ties, they can potentially play key roles in sensitive training efforts. Rotary can also urge governments and donor agencies to increase their commitment to the 'Culture of Peace'. Rotarians can increasingly become involved in setting up effective surveillance systems so the 'Culture of Peace' can be developed and maintained. Answers to "Frequently Asked Questions" about the Rotary Peace Plus Program are contained in Appendix 2. Rotary's History with the United Nations is summarized in Appendix 3. A Background Paper supporting the Rotary Peace Plus Program and inviting further dialogue is found in Appendix 4. 

Donations for Peace Plus can be made through any Rotary Club, or directly to Rotary Foundation headquarters, 1560 Sherman Avenue, Evanston IL 60201. 

APPENDIX 1 - UNESCO'S CULTURE OF PEACE PROGRAM 

"The objective of a culture of peace is to ensure that the conflicts inherent in human relationships be resolved non-violently, based on the traditional values of peace." The Transdisciplinary Project Towards a Culture of Peace represents a renewed commitment by UNESCO to firmly anchor peace in the minds of men and women. The major aims of the transdisciplinary project are to:

·
promote respect for human rights, tolerance and democratic principles; 


encourage intellectual dialogue and cultural pluralism; 


fight against all forms of discrimination; 


reject violence; 


rebuild social and political infrastructures which reinforce peace and sustainable development; 


prevent further escalation of violent conflict; and 


facilitate constructive dialogue in tense pre- and post-conflict settings.

Bibliography:

"UNESCO and a Culture of Peace: Promoting a Global Movement", UNESCO Publishing, ISBN 92-3-103391-3. Ordering information - http://www.unesco.org/general/eng/publish/order.html 

UNESCO Culture of Peace Program Web references: 

http://www.unesco.org/cpp 

http://www.unesco.org/cpp/uk/leaflet/leaflet.html" (read this first) 

"Consolidated Report to the United Nations on A Culture of Peace" and "Evaluation report on the transdisciplinary project Towards a culture of peace" submitted September 1998 at the following location (it is an Adobe document for reading or downloading) 5 Star Must Read Rating. http://unesdoc.unesco.org/ulis/cgi-bin/ulis.pl?database=extd&set=3644B597_3_119&scroll=1

for more information excerpted from the book above, please visit the web site at http://www.peace.ca or contact Bob Stewart at stewartr@peace.ca 

APPENDIX 2 - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ROTARY PEACE PLUS PROGRAM 

Question 1: Does Rotary have an overall "Peace Strategy"? 

Answer: I'm not sure Rotary has an overall 'peace strategy' -- that implies a globally coordinated effort. We do have a globally un-coordinated effort. All programs of the Foundation are designed to further world understanding and peace. This is as true for the humanitarian programs as the educational ones (on the theory that peace is more likely when people have needed food, clothing, shelter, medical care, education, etc.). The 'un' part of 'un-coordinated' derives from the autonomy of clubs. Nothing happens without local club initiative. RI can guide and inspire... it cannot instruct. RI itself is an instrument of global understanding. And every club, whether working on youth exchange, world community service, or sending a delegation to the Singapore convention, is also a component. But all of this is a non-answer restating what you probably already know. The ultimate goal of Rotary's UN connection is pooling resources. The beginning of the Rotary Peace fact sheet indicates how that works. That follows at the end of this message.
Question 2: In particular, for example, I was unaware of the nature of Rotary's involvement with the U.N. The fact sheet describes it as: "delegates, advisors and consultants; promotes; observes; collaboration; to increase awareness and recognition of Rotary*s programs, policies and activities within the international community; facilitate increased understanding between Rotary and the international community by monitoring major events and meetings, exchanging information, and acting as liaisons; enhance organizational communications". Please advise if I have identified it correctly. It appears to be an informational and possibly educational relationship. 

Answer: Rotary's involvement with the UN community is multifaceted. A lot of it is informational... communication... education... etc. The Representatives serve as major conduits for this exchange. A major objective of this exchange is to generate connections at the local level. An article, copied below, from a recent edition of the NewsBasket covers some of what Rotary is up to. 
Question 3: Can you tell me to what extent Rotary puts forth opinions, programs and promotes ideas? I do understand that Rotary is silent on nuclear weapons proliferation, which I assume is because of potential political implications - can you put this in perspective for me? (i.e. a Rotarian needs some guidelines as to what may be "off limits")

Answer: You asked if Rotary puts forth opinions. Well, yes. We seek opportunities to make statements to major international events. The statements always reflect established policy. Are there topics we avoid? Yes, anything with political or religious implications. This includes, as you suggested, nuclear proliferation. Other topics approached with great caution (but not necessarily avoided) include landmines and population. Topics avoided at the RI level (which doesn't mean clubs and districts can't deal with them) are national payment of UN dues.
Question 4: One specific program that I am aware of is the UNESCO Culture of Peace Program which really got going in 1994. I was wondering to what extent, if any, Rotary is participating with this program? This is one of the themes at the 1999 Hague Appeal For Peace Conference. 

Answer: To me, the Culture of a Peace is absolutely parallel to RI/ Rotary Foundation objectives and activities. But that's part of what has, to date, precluded overt support. UNESCO is doing what we are doing. We don't want to get lost in their programs. We are working on turning that around ... trying to find ways of co-promotion... particularly during the year 2000, the UN designated International Year of Culture for Peace.
Question 5: I was also wondering about the protocol within Rotary for communications for Rotarians who are trying to learn more and be active in building peace in the community and world. For example, are RI Representatives prepared to field questions from Rotarians? What is the new PeaceBuilders email list server to promote communications? 

Answer: What's the protocol for networking in Rotary? Just do it. Anyone listed in the RI Official Directory... as an international officer of RI or any of its components (including the fellowships) is fair game for an overture from you or any other Rotarian. The mission of PeaceBuilder Rotarians On The Internet is to apply modern information technology to promote communications and build on one of Rotary's primary missions 'to advance the search for peace in the world' with Rotarians and others around the world. It was initiated November 1998 and is a free service open to anyone with an interest in building peace in the community and world. 

Question 6: Does Rotary International intend on participating in the 1999 Hague Appeal for Peace Conference? 

Answer - RI intends to participate in the 1999 Hague Appeal for Peace conference but the nature of that participation has not yet been determined. We have given the organizers a short proposal which they are considering, along with many others. We expect some feedback in mid to late December, with a confirmed response early in the new year. RI President Jim Lacy is aware of the conference and endorsed our proposal which included:

* Speaking opportunity for Rotary Representative (potentially a senior leader)

* Panel coordination with Rotary representative as speaker/moderator in a proposed panel focusing on children*s issues of poverty. education and access to adequate health care.

* Speaker/participants (Rotaract and Interact) in Youth Forum

* Display opportunity 
Question 7: How would this Rotary Peace Plus project change the existing RI structure ? Should it do so ? 

Answer - Generally I do not see it changing the existing RI structure, nor does it need to. Like polio plus there will likely be a small resource 'secretariat' at RI. Possibly it could be the existing polio plus support infrastructure redirected toward peace plus. 

Question 8: I am actually analysing the RI constitution... the Manual of Procedure 1995 to see how it will fit in it ... Have you thought of an avenue of service instead of a different program ? What would be the advantages ...if it succeeds the Polio plus program ? 

Answer - Where it fits in: 1. the mission of Rotary, among other things, is to help advance peace in the world; 2. Peace Plus fits well with all avenues of service. The advantages: 1. achieve Rotary mission of peace in the world, and our communities; 2. a worthy cause that would boost solidarity and energy within Rotary, and attract new members; 3. members will feel good about achieving good results and making a difference with their lives. 

Question 9: Correct me if I'm wrong ... It will have to deal with political issues also if it supports the UN or UNESCO projects... what is the present position of RI on this ? What should change ...? 

Answer - First of all, RI has an historical affiliation with the U.N. and is a U.N. Messenger of Peace and has Rotary Ambassadors to the U.N. Second, I believe that political issues can be worked around: eg. the foundation of "constructing the defences of peace in the minds of men, women and children" is education - this is where Rotary could focus its efforts. Furthermore, "A culture of peace is a body of shared values, attitudes and behaviours based on non-violence and respect for fundamental human rights and freedoms, on understanding, tolerance and solidarity, on the full participation and empowerment of women and on the sharing and free flow of information." I believe that we can gain a 97% agreement on these shared values, and avoid the current dilemma's such as nuclear weapons if Rotary wishes. UNESCO urges "the construction of a new vision of peace by developing a peace culture based on the universal values of respect for life, liberty, justice, solidarity, tolerance, human rights and equality between women and men". 

Question 10: What will be the scope of the Rotary Peace Plus Program ? 

Answer - The scope of the program, with an educational theme, may be 1. Rotary Clubs in a country facilitating, supporting, encouraging and providing resources for a National Culture of Peace Program (which is promulgated by UNESCO's CPP); 2. Rotary Group Study Exchanges to learn from other countries' CPP and transport what they have learned back and forth; 3. RI co-ordinating major CPP conferences and workshops to cross-pollinate ideas; etc. 

Question 11: Could you please bring more precision as far as the mission of the program is concerned ? what do you mean by global threats... 

Answer - Global threats to peace might include ignorance, poverty, injustice, intolerance, inequality. The 'mission' of the program should be to bring about measurable results in terms of a safer, more caring world with less incidents of violence than if the program did not occur. While I used the term 'eradication' I realize this is much more difficult with respect to war and violence than polio, but possibly some reasonable definition can be developed (for example, refer to http://www.peace.ca guestbook introduction "What Does Peace Mean To You?") 

Question 12: If the committee asks you in January to come and present the program... what would you say about the way the 500 million $ will be spent ? I know you spoke of establishing a culture of peace... how should RI proceed ? 

Answer - The response to Question 10 above describes how RI should proceed. In addition, every country should have a 'National Culture of Peace Program Center', web site, communication network, school program (all levels), regular television/radio/media coverage, etc. Believe me, $500+ million can easily be well spent, it should be matched by government = $1+ billion. $500 million is comparable to Rotary's contribution to the Polio Plus Program. 

Question 13: How will we evaluate the success of the programme ? How will we know that we have reached the target in 2020 ? 

Answer - The response to Question 11 speaks to this. Without question, there must be a measurable target ("if you can't measure it you can't manage it") - and this can be done. 

Responses to the above FAQ's developed with assistance from Mim Neal, Senior Supervisor, Public Relations at Rotary International and Clifford Rose, RC Curepipe, Mauritius.

The fact sheet referred to in Question 1 excerpt follows:

Rotary International (RI) and Other Organizations

*Rotary*s PolioPlus program is a shining example of the achievements made possible by cooperation between the United Nations and non-governmental organizations.* (UN Secretary General Kofi Annan)

Rotary*s Work with UN Agencies and Other Organizations

One of Rotary*s most dramatic examples of collaboration with other organizations is its PolioPlus program. In 1985, Rotary International launched the program to immunize every child in the world against polio, striving for a polio-free world by the year 2000, with certification in 2005. PolioPlus is conducted in concert with the World Health Organization, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and UNICEF. By 2005, Rotary will have committed nearly one half-billion US dollars to the effort and mobilized millions of volunteers to assist in vaccine delivery, social mobilization and logistical help at the local, national, regional and international levels.

Today, there are a growing number of local projects implemented in collaboration with UN agencies. Working with UNAIDS, Rotary clubs promote AIDS awareness and prevention. Venezuelan Rotary clubs are working with FAO field staff to increase vegetable and poultry production. Nigerian Rotary clubs are working with the UN Population Fund to expand a maternal education and child spacing program. In Poland, the UN Development Program helped the Rotary clubs of Warsaw and Duluth, Minnesota, USA create a joint business internship program.

UN agencies highlight Rotary projects as best practice examples both during events and in publications. Both the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the UN Center for Human Settlements commended an Ecuador sanitation and public health initiative developed by Rotary clubs. Rotary*s work for literacy was presented to the South African Ministers of Education in Durban, South Africa in 1998, and to UNESCO regional conferences in Dakar, Senegal and Melbourne, Australia. 

Newsbasket Article referred to in Answer to Question 2: 

Pooling resources for humanitarian activities is a goal shared by both RI and the United Nations. On 29 October, RI President Jim Lacy and Rotary Foundation Chairman Bob Barth met with UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and other UN officers to find ways to facilitate collaboration at the local level.

The day's talks began with a conversation with the Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Jacques Diouf of Senegal. A former Rotarian, Mr. Diouf reported that FAO and local Rotary clubs are already working together in Venezuela in an agriculture training project supported by a Rotary Foundation Matching Grant. According to Diouf, other collaborative projects are developing in India and Senegal. In response, President Lacy commended FAO's emphasis on sustainable projects for food production. On learning of FAO concerns about the global water crisis, 

Chairman Barth cited a number of innovative projects funded by The Foundation.

At a luncheon dialogue the leaders were joined by 10 additional UN system officers and RI's four Representatives to the UN in New York. Chief Representative Donald Treimann moderated discussion among representatives of UNICEF, the World Bank, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), and other components of the UN system. President Lacy asked the UN officers to share their dreams for possible cooperation with Rotary on humanitarian projects.

UNICEF Deputy Director Karen Sham Poo acknowledged the progress already achieved through cooperative efforts for polio eradication. She shared the hope the Rotarians could contribute similar mobilization efforts to counter other threats, such as measles, a major killer of children.

Both UN Under Secretary General Nitan Desai and Virginia Osofo-Anaah of the United Nations Population Fund suggested that educating girl children would significantly improve the status of women in developing countries.

Rotary*s *tremendous human capital* was cited by both UNDP's Henry Jackelen and James Funna of the World Bank. Funna believes Rotarians have the potential to build consensus and generate expertise for development projects.

Noting again the common humanitarian objectives shared by Rotary and the UN, President Lacy said: *If I had my eyes closed during these conversations, I could swear I was at a Rotary club meeting.*

The day*s finale was a meeting between President Lacy, Chairman Barth, and the UN Secretary General. After accepting a Paul Harris Fellowship, Mr. Annan heard of Rotary*s commitment to continued collaboration at the grassroots level and its concerns about the unnecessary barriers to 

humanitarian shipments. Secretary General Annan pledged UN assistance for future shipments and ongoing support for local cooperation.

In a letter to the Secretary General, President Lacy said: *Whatever Rotary and the UN may have accomplished in past collaboration, is only prelude to what we can achieve in the new millennium. The dreams each of us holds can be realized sooner if we follow them together.* 

APPENDIX 3 - ROTARY*S HISTORY WITH THE UNITED NATIONS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS:

Rotary International (RI) maintains the highest level consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council, plus official relations with numerous components of the UN system and other intergovernmental organizations with parallel objectives.

Rotary*s participation in the global community began even before the formation of the United Nations in 1945. For example, in 1943, Rotary held a conference in London to promote international cultural and educational exchanges after World War II. The gathering planted the seed for the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), established in 1946. At the 1945 UN Charter Conference in San Francisco, California, USA, nearly 50 Rotarians served as delegates, advisors and consultants. In 1946, RI was granted non-governmental organization (NGO) consultative status with the UN and UNESCO. The establishment of formal relations with these UN entities enabled Rotary to participate or observe in sessions of the UN General Assembly, the UN Economic and Social Council, and to the General Conference of UNESCO in Paris. Escalating levels of participation and inter-organizational collaboration inspired the creation of Rotary*s Representative System in 1984, when Rotary International Representatives were appointed by Rotary*s president to the UN offices in New York, Geneva, and Vienna.

In 1995, RI made its first overture to an organization outside the UN system when it obtained consultative status with the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and broke new ground when, in 1997, Rotary became the first non-African NGO to establish official liaison with the Organization of African Unity (OAU). Currently, Rotary maintains official relationships with the following UN agencies and intergovernmental organizations:

Council of Europe                                                              Food and Agriculture Organization

Organization of African Unity                                           Organization of American States

United Nations Economic and Social Council                   UNICEF

UNESCO                                                                            UN Center for Human Settlements

UN Environment Program                                                  World Bank

World Health Organization

Rotary International Representative System

Rotary Representatives are appointed by the RI President to increase awareness and recognition of Rotary*s programs, policies and activities within the international community. The 14 RI Representatives, based in 10 major cities around the world, facilitate increased understanding between Rotary and the international community by monitoring major events and meetings, exchanging information, and acting as liaisons. Rotary*s Representatives enhance organizational communications to the UN secretariat offices in New York, Geneva, and Vienna, as well as to other attendant UN 

agencies and other organizations.

ROTARY*S REPRESENTATIVES: 

UNITED NATIONS/ NEW YORK

Donald W. Treimann, RI Representative to the United Nations, New York

235 College Street , Litchfield, CT, 06759

Tel. & Fax: 860-672-1114

Sylvan M. Barnet, Alternate Representative to the United Nations, New York

175 East 62nd Street, New York City, NY 10021

Tel. & Fax: Res. 212-759-4710

Connecticut Tel.: 203-637-4629, Connecticut Fax: 203-637-1353

Kenneth B. Erdman, Alternate RI Representative to the United Nations, NY

402 Bethlehem Pike

Erdenheim, PA 19038

Bus. 215-836-6000, Res. 215-233-5493, Fax: 215-233-2203

E-mail: kerdman@aol.com 

Joan J. Fyfe, Alternate Representative to the United Nations, New York 

(Women*s Issues)

1504 Indiana Av., Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Tel.: 914-962-3917, Fax: 914-243-7370

E-mail: alf1504@aol.com 

Rotary UN office: c/o Pact Publications

777 UN Plaza, 6th Floor New York, NY 10017

tel.: 212-808-4822, fax: 212-808-4825

UNITED NATIONS/ GENEVA

Gilbert Coutau, RI Representative to the United Nations, Geneva

Boulevard des Philosophes 15

BP 437; CH - 1211 Geneva 4 Switzerland

Bus.: 41 22 329 2845 Res.: 41 22 347 77 85 Fax: 41 22 329 28 88

Gunter Hermann, Alternate Representative to the United Nations, Geneva

Chemin de Baye 15

CH-1807 Blonay Switzerland

Res. 41.21.943.36.42 Fax: 41.21.943.36.40

E-mail: guenter.hermann@span.ch 

UNITED NATIONS/ VIENNA

Norbert Zimmer, RI Representative to the United Nations, Vienna

Paniglgase 18-20

A-1040 Wien, Austria

Bus. 43.1.587.1560 Res. 43.1.505.0121 Fax: 43.1.587.9037

UNESCO/ PARIS

Marc Levin, RI Representative to UNESCO, Paris

30, Rue Mal De Lattre de Tassigny

F 69009 Lyon, France

Res. 33.4.78.83.67.08 Fax: 33.4.78.83.67.08

e-mail: levinmar@club-internet.fr 

Patrice Waller, Alternate Representative to UNESCO, Paris

20, rue Ernest Deloison

F-92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine, France

Tel.: 33.1.46245654 Fax: 33.1.45049398

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE/ STRASBOURG

Jacques Berthet, RI Representative to the Council of Europe

16 Allee des Haras

92420 Vaucresson, France

Bus.: 33.1.47.49.29.99 Res.: 33.1.47.41.32.96 Fax: 33.1.47.51.84.11

THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY/ ADDIS ABABA

Jayantilal K. Chande, RI Representative to the Organization of African Unity

P.O. Box 9251

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

Bus: 255.51.863196 Res.: 255.51.667200 Fax: 255.51.865086

E-mail: Kioo@icstz.com 

UNEP, UNCHS (HABITAT)/ NAIROBI

Yusuf Kodwavwala, RI Representative to UNEP, HABITAT

Nairobi Hospital 203, Consulting Rooms

P.O. Box 30026 Nairobi, Kenya

Bus: 254. 2. 722.160 Ext. 346 254. 2. 717.723

Res: 254. 2. 763932 Fax: 254. 2. 718562

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION AND WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME/ ROME

Aldo Ferretti, RI Representative to the Food and Agriculture Organization 

and World Food Programme

Piazza Cola di Rienzo 69

1-00192 Rome, Italy

Bus.: 39.06.3213443 Res.: 39.06.70476492 Fax: 39.06.3214793

E-mail: studio.ferretti@agora.it 

WORLD BANK, ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES / WASHINGTON, DC

Lawrence S. Margolis, RI Representative to the World Bank and OAS

US Court of Federal Claims

717 Madison Pl. N.W., #703

Washington, DC 20005 USA

Bus.: 202-219-9581 Res. 301-384-1725 Fax: 202-219-9649

APPENDIX 4 - BACKGROUND PAPER PREPARED FOR THE ROTARY PEACE PLUS PROGRAM  prepared by Rotarian Clifford Rose, Rotaract Club of Curepipe, Mauritius.
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

DISTRICT 9220

OUR DREAM FOR ROTARY'S FUTURE 

The best way to predict humanity's future is to create it 

...by following our Rotary Dream now! 

In setting up a Dream for the Future Committee to explore the direction of Rotary International in the 21st century, President James Lacy shows RI's dedication and commitment to service above self, serving today with a clear vision of tomorrow. RI has been a truly efficient catalyst for almost a century, but unfortunately the crusade is not over yet, there is still more to be done to address the various plagues affecting our world. 

When I was inducted as the 1998/99 District Rotaract Representative last May at our District 9220 conference in Mauritius in front of Rotarians, Rotaractors and Interactors, I made a solemn pledge, moved by my deep personal values, inspired by the 1998/99 RI theme : "Follow Your Rotary Dream" and the fact that on the 10th December 1998 we will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of the Human Rights: 

" , to follow a shared vision and mission taking fully advantage of past Rotaract experience as a boost and the human resources available to the fullest, that Rotaract be a true catalyst and meltingpot , that is most appealing, visionary, efficient, powerful , that lives intensively RI ideal of service above self, of service through friendship, through a close and constant partnership with Rotary so that Rotaract be recognised as the agent which is conducive to real social justice... and to the establishment of lasting peace and world understanding." 

For these reasons ,at least , District 9220 supports the Peace Plus Program as proposed by Rtn Robert Stewart of Canada ,aims at not only bringing an evolution but also a revolution in the concept of RI in the 3rd millennium. Change can be an uncomfortable process , but on the other hand the world's actual crises remind us of the greek etymology of the word 'crisis', krisis, opportunity,... so RI has now a golden opportunity to make the real difference and present the gift of lasting peace to all humanity ! 

Please find below some more comments concerning this important program , I will try to explain also why I believe some changes must be brought to the existing RI constitution to cater for its full implementation on which will depend its success. But I am fully aware that a lot more thinking has to be done ... May what follows add to that flame ...may it shed light... 

When I started pondering seriously on the extent RI is and could be actively involved in promoting a culture of peace by initiating such a worthy and an important program like the Peace Plus Program , (or) in conjunction with the U.N. and UNESCO ,... by participating in the 1999 Hague Appeal for Peace , I tried to explore a certain amount of questions which have still to be dealt with:

1. Does RI have a compelling reason for existing ? 

2. What would the world lose if it ceased to exist tomorrow ? 

3. Does RI have a clear and agreed vision, goals and values about peace ? 

4. Do all clubs have an overview of what RI is trying to achieve in terms of its various peace objectives ? 

5. Are there actually peace objectives expressed in terms of measurable outputs, behaviours, societal change etc. ? 

6. To what extent is RI and its peacebuilding partners frustrated with what has been achieved in the area of world understanding and peace ? 

7. Does the Dream for The Future Committee has the duty and power to underline the causes of gaps between RI aspiration and achievement - ... about peace ...- ? 

8. Is the need for the complex , corporate RI transformation to meet the challenge of the 3rd millennium fully understood and appreciated by all clubs ? 

9. Have the inter organisational processes that are necessary to achieve the desired peace and world understanding outcomes been identified ? 

10. What relevant roles and responsibilities have been allocated , need  to be allocated to clubs, have the requested ressources been lined up... ? 

11. How Rotarians... are and need to be equiped, empowered and motivated to achieve excellence as a peacebuilder ?

These questions brought me to analyse the different fundamental texts and see what provisions have been made up to now to cater for humanity's peace needs. That is what I found : 

 

The Mission of Rotary International : (Manual of Procedure,1995)

 

(...) to focus  primary emphasis upon service activities by individuals and groups that enhance the quality of life and human dignity and create greater understanding among all people to advance the search for peace in the world. (pg 49)

 

International Service
 

(...) to encourage and to foster the advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service . (...) Freedom, justice, truth, sanctity of the pledge word, and respect for human rights are inherent in Rotary principles and are also vital to the maintainance of international peace and order and to human progress (...)
 

(...) each Rotarian is expected to make an individual contribution to the achievement of the ideal inherent in the forth Avenue of Service. Each Rotarian is expected to be loyal and serving citizen. (...) should help to create a well-informed public opinion. Such opinion will inevitably affect governmental policies concerned with the advancement of international understanding and goodwill toward all peoples (...)
 

(...) Rotary clubs should not engage in any corporate effort to influence governments, world affairs, or international policies, but should encourage the development of an enlightened and constructive attitude in each Rotarian.
 

(...) The policy of RI does not preclude a balanced program of discussion in Rotary clubs of international issues, including the nuclear age and international trade, which are appropriate subjects for serious thought and debate within the framework of the pursuit of peace.
 

(...) RI reaffirms its adherence to the principles of peace and justice and urges all Rotarians to use their influence to have international difficulties solved by peaceful negociations (...) (pages 87-88)

 

 

Charter of the United Nations, Chapter 1, Article 1 :
 

The purposes of the United Nations are :
 

· To Maintain international peace and security , and to that end : to take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the peace (...)
 

A. Roberts and B. Kinsbury, "The United Nations Roles in a Divided World" in  A Roberts and B. Kinsbury, (eds), United Nations, Divided World , (1988), pp. 4-8, 29
"The term 'UN system' refers not just to the United Nations itself, as outlined in the Charter, but also the various subsidiary bodies and specialized agencies which operate under its auspices. Before attempting any kind of evaluation of this system, a few basic facts are in order.

 

The UN was formally established on 24 October 1945, when its basic constitutive instrument , the UN Charter entered into force. It had fifty-one founder states. The first blueprints for the UN were drafted by the USA, the UK, the USSR, and their allies during World War II, reflecting their conceptions of the post-war international order. The Charter was finally adopted by fifty states meeting at San Francisco in June 1945. Although the nature and work  of the UN has evolved considerably, the Charter has remained virtually unchanged. The UN has now 159 members - virtually all the states of the contemporary world. No member state has ever left the UN, although in 1965-6 Indonesia temporarily withdrew. In some cases the credentials of particular authorities to represent their state have not been accepted.

 

Six 'principal organs' of the UN were established by the Charter : the General Assembly, the Security Council , the Secretariat, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) , the Trusteeship Council, and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

 

The General Assembly as the plenary body controls much of the work of the UN . It meets in regular session for approximately the last quarter of every year, and occasionally holds special or emergency sessions to consider specific  issues. The General Assembly approves the budget, adopts priorities, calls international conferences, superintends the operations of the Secretariat and of numerous committees and subsidiary organs, and debates and adopts resolutions on major issues. The many subsidiary bodies created by the General Assembly include the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) , the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) , the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) , and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) . Much of the work of the General Assembly is done in permanent or ad hoc committees responsible for particular fields of UN activity or deliberation. 

 

The fifteen-member Security Council is dominated by its five permanent members (China, France, the UK, the USSR, and the USA), each of which has power to veto any draft resolution on substantive matters. The remaining ten members are elected for two-year periods by the General Assembly. The Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, and unlike the General Assembly is able to take decisions binding on all members of the UN. It meets frequently throughout the year , mainly to consider military conflicts and other situations or disputes where international peace and security are threatened. It is empowered to order mandatory sanctions, call for cease-fires, establish peace-keeping forces, and even to take military action on behalf of the UN . The veto power was intended to ensure that the UN could not act against the strong opposition of any of the most powerful states(...)

 

(...) The late Professor Hedley Bull, in a memorandum written shortly before his death in 1985 proposing the course of lectures on which the present work is based, drew attention to 'the achievements of the UN in the role of bringing about change in international law and institutions. This has been central to the survival of the conception of an international society that is universal. The idea of the universality of mankind has been preserved by the changes in international law brought about by the UN system.' One may agree with him that the sovereign state is here to stay; that, with or without the UN, the collectivity of states should be seen as forming some kind of society; and that the divisions of the world will endure. But in our divided world, there is a need for an institution which can in some way, however imperfectly, articulate the twin ideas of a universal international society and the cosmopolitan universality of mankind."  

 

The Hague Appeal for Peace...
 

"The Hague Appeal is built aroundfour themes :

 

· Disarmament, including nuclear weapons abolition; 

· Strengthening international humanitarian law and institutions; 

· Conflict prevention , resolution and transformation; 

· Addressing the root causes of war and building a culture of peace.

 

Comments :
· There are certain common values and missions , they overlap a bit but not perfectly. But since the Hague Appeal is indeed a must just like partnership between the peacebuilders ,to create lasting peace, RI is called to review its strategies and state its policies so as to keep on being a growingly efficient catalyst in peace matters. 

· From the informations you sent on the 17th nov 98 about  :(2. ROTARY*S HISTORY WITH THE UNITED NATIONS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS:) I gather that up to now that in the relationship between UN and RI, the emphasis , the commitment, the action... have  been on economic and social needs, issues , on education...  since it is stated in UNESCO's Preambule : "That since wars begin in the minds of men , it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed;" RI 's action has then  been mainly  to educate .

 

 

· Therefore should RI ,through the Peace Plus program and for an ever growing efficiency and to reach the desired Peace target... consolidate its actual role and position as partner of UN, UNESCO or broaden its scope of action and influence as a catalyst ... as a result of a deep study of the actual state of the world and specific peace target and  goals ? 

· The UN is a peacebuilder, a peacemaker and a peacekeeper , so what about RI? To what extent is RI prepared to commit itself and really mean business on all levels ? 

· Will RI's actions be preventive... "curative" or as mediators in times of crisis...? Or all of them ? 

· Rotary clubs are found in 158 countries with 1.2 million members. So many countries have ratified UN's , UNESCO'sconstitution... pledging to build a culture of peace... should RI, through the clubs be , as UN's... partner in the Peace program be the various countries', govts' watchdogs ... helping the govts... to act in accordance with the various peace agreements ? 

· Will they,  RI, UN, UNESCO and govts , be working openly together , to build a culture of peace , with a shared strategic plan ? 

· How could we evaluate these 50...years of peacebuilding partnership ? What has RI done to address key issues ?How many peoples  touched...?

 

· In order to find solutions let us try to figure out some situations  where there are some  very active Rotary clubs peacebuilders. For example and If I have well understood , Rotarians are to promote global human understanding about the eventual  threats of wars ,etc. ,  this awareness may result in the creation of   a sort of pressure group acting on governments... but they are not supposed to stand boldly and clearly against  it. If I take Mauritius which is a small island with 10 Rotary clubs , 4 Rotaract clubs and 2 Interact clubs as an example, suppose the govt put forward a specific policy about a National Nuclear  defense, we could discuss the issues in our clubs, try to bring the citizens to ponder quite indirectly on it and if some of the members are ministers... they could try to do something about it as an individual without engaging Rotary ... but this seems a bit paradoxical since the govt will surely notice our indirect action and this can produce a certain amout of confusion. ...Why is  RI so prudent  ? 

· In addition to the preventive action through education ... I would propose that RI at least clarifies its stand on basic threats  to peace : eg. on nuclear weapons, armaments, landmines... since it is clearly stated in its mission statement that it endeavours to promote peace , goodwill and understanding, enhancing the quality of life...human dignity... For the time being RI is  catering mainly for the needs of the victims... without  acting directly on all  its real causes . Combating ignorance , educating the people about peace values, tolerance ... is an important and noble duty   , and what if the people is well trained in these values and not the political regime... does their knowledge bring about the desired state of peace ? 

 

· As I mentioned earlier, the U.N. has a somewhat different mission since it can address the key issues directly. Because  Rotary is also one of its partners in that peace program, it could play the clear role of a mediator and a conflict resolution consultant, an ambassador of peace. RI is an organization with at least 1.2 millions professional elites worldwide .It can bring a great amount of expertise ... to governments without supporting any political party etc. RI would be a peacebuilder, a peacemaker and a peacekeeper !

Furthermore  before participating in that important ,very crucial event at the Hague in 99 these have to be sorted out .

 

 

Performance Analysis
 

In addition to the to the various questions already mentioned, we could try to deepen our analysis by using what follows :

 

1. Could we identify  discrepencies between what RI / Rotary ...clubs alone or with the UN , the UNESCO are doing now - their targets -  compared to  what they ought to  have been doing ?

· Do we all have a thorough knowledge of the world's most pressing problems ?What about the various urgent peace issues ?( eg.of a source of information : http://www.wcpagren.org/why/problist.html  or any other latest informations ...

· Do we know the number of peace projects funded by the foundation... over the past 5 years 

· What  types of peace projects have been carried out ? What were their objectives?

· What was the amount of  money spent and ...the regions touched ?

· What were the  specific target groups ?

· Were the evaluation made at that specific time published ?  

· What about the follow up ?

 

 

2.     Scientific Survey / study on :
 

· Have the informations concerning RI partnership with UN on peace matters been widely and thoroughly disseminated ? 

· Are all clubs aware of 'The Peace cities program' or other RI peace programs ?

· Do we know what the UN peace resolutions, treaties etc. are like ?

· Do we actually know the number of clubs implementing the peace program ?

· Other actions : Are we aware of the  number of clubs addressing issues like domestic... violence, deviance ? Has any club  conducted seminars on the nuclear threats, disarmament, landmines... recently, over the past 5 years ?

· Is RI or clubs involved in demining lands..., giving any kind of assistance to its victims, to their families ? 

· Have they been working with sociologists, psychologists, educators, lawyers etc.to build a culture of peace ? 

· Has RI made a study on the possible  relation between war victims, migration and poverty... ?

· International Service : Could a survey be done to know the amount of time, energy, importance... that clubs allocate to peace building programs ? Do  they have a clear vision of what is meant by culture, knowledge ... culture of peace and world understanding , tolerance ? Could we know the amount of time, space allocated to such programs in the various RI - District etc. - conferences... ? What about the outcome and follow up ? 

· Is there a common declaration of Rotarians about peace ethics and policies. ( eg. Declaration of Rotarians in Businesses and Professions : http://www.rotary.org/philosophy/declaration/  . Should RI have one ?
 

 

3.       What are the majors causes of these discrepencies ?
 

4.       What could be done to reduce and  to eliminate completely  these discrepencies?
 

 

Recommendations :
 

In the light of what was mentioned, I can say that the Peace Plus Program will bring greater coherence between RI ideals and what is actually accomplished . What follows could be part of the solution :

 

· Amend the present name and mission of The International Service into Peacebuilders' Service : (i) actually in spite of the fact that it is clearly specified that RI has a peace mission not many clubs are seriously striving in that direction compared to other social service . (ii) not all clubs are fully dedicated supporting the Polio Plus program. Therefore so as to build a real network of fully committed peacebuilders, with all the clubs actively doing their best... a change in one of these avenues of service which already has some of these objectives could be crucial.  Furthermore each district, each country ... could have an officer in charge... etc.

· And this will be supported by the Peace Plus Program, the one that could succeed the Polio Plus Program. Clubs will be given more and greater opportunities of action .

· A specific program that would mark RI's special and unique contribution to peacebuilding : based on the Four Way Test ! ( I am actually working on the project : in short it will build a culture of peace by actively involving the beneficiaries of the program, based on specific research works in pedagogy, psychology, sociology, creating relevant case studies, using photographs , symbols etc ... where each participants can explore the dilemmas, enhance his emotional intelligence bringing emotional maturity, assertiveness, empathy... together with the positive thinking patterns ...  developing peacebuilding patterns of behavior through the spontaneous remembrance of the 4 Way Test... they will learn to assess situations , to use the test etc spontaneously . We can make schools etc use it.  Our main target could be to reach all people with it , each club developing a strategic plan ...

· Each club making its city a peace city (with the authorities pledging to promote such values... working on a specific target... there will be at least 28,000 peace cities in 158 countries  by ...why not January, 1 st ,  2000, with more than 1.2 ( not mentioning the Rotaractors and Interactors...) million peacebuilders worldwide ! In this way we can offer that gift to the future generations by 2020 !

 

· RI annual theme : Peace : Rotary's  Dreamed  gift to all humanity... or any other encouraging peacebuilding.

 

 

 

End Note
 

While the major objectives of almost all organizations are survival, growth, stability, efficiency, goodwill, member development, innovation... RI's in the next millennium are most paradoxical : by searching  earnestly for growth and increasing efficiency  while producing an excellent service to all humanity , it tends to accomplish only one mission : to make its constitution obsolete , it strives to bring about its own death ! Every Rotarian ... by giving his very best , every day , as a peacebuilder is decreasing the need to talk about it, to do something about it to create it...  if we are fully efficient , true catalysts ,the culture of peace will be well established. What could then only be done is to live by it... and just be happy !  

 

The main mission of the Peace Plus Program is to create now, throughout the next millenium... with lasting positive repercussions , a new and different society where the world's citizens will function consciously, as it starts with the global enlightment, intellectual, emotional... , "une prise de conscience profonde et durable", and be committed to  peace values ... It speaks of true solidarity and empathy. RI will then not work on building the culture which is conducive to a more rapid action to alleviate the World's plagues... but will address them all as one body with all humanity. If we are not able to imagine it, we won't be able to go for it, to create  that new world order that celebrates life in all its fulness

 

May Peace be in our hearts and  on earth !

 

Clifford Rose

District Rotaract Representative 1998-99

District 9220

Rotaract Club of Curepipe, Mauritius.
Email  jhcrose@intnet.mu 

 

